
Parcels Post for Farmer----DeGraw Talks of Mew Plants for
Rural Free Defiveiy.How Sysfcemm Might Be Iiiaugiirated

TUB END OF A BOUTE, SHOWING; FOUIITEES MAIL BOXES.
TWENTY MILLION PEOPLE GET DAILY MAIL BY RURAL DELIVERY.BV FRANK O. CARPENTER.

"Washington. D. C.
Fifteen years ago, when Uncle Sam

was still but little more than a ma¬
chine for collecting taxes and paying
employes, the man outside the city got
his letters as ho could hut once a day,
once a week, or, perhaps, once a month.
To do so he had to ride or walk miles,
and his only source of sending mail
was through the country post-ofTlce, to
which ho must go. Then began the
rra of Uncle Sam, patriarch, and the
agents of the Post-Office Department
commenced to call daily at the homes
of the farmers. This was the begin¬
ning of the rural free delivery, which
has now spread to every part of the
country, and which dally serves more
than 20,000,000 people. There aro al¬
ready over 40,000 rural mall car¬
riers, who aro always en route, and the
miles they dally travel are more than
four times as great as from here to the
moon. In a year- of 300 working days
they cover a distance of about 300,000.-
000 miles, or over three times as far as
from tho earth to the aun, and the
total annual cost of the servlco ap¬
proximates J36.000.000.

Starting the Burnt Free Delivery.
Before I tell you of the new plans

which Uncle Sam has for this branch
of his business.plans which Involve
tho parcels post and other Important
additions.I want to say a word as to
how the*rural free delivery was atart-
ed. It had been In use in other coun¬
tries for years when Uncle Sam took it
up. The British were sending their
letters to almost every home In the
United Kingdom, and so were the Bel¬
gians, French, Swiss and Germans longbefore we began to consider the mat¬
ter. Then about the year 1S90 our
Postmasters-General began to look In¬
to It, and tn 1*93 one of them report¬
ed to Congress against It. saying that
It was Impracticable and that It would
cost at least $20,000,000 per annum and
would bring little, back. A year later
Congress was willing to test the mat¬
ter and made an appropriation of J10.-noo for the purpose, but Postmaster-
General Bissen refused to spend the
money so foolishly, and when, a year
or two later, the appropriation was In¬
creased to 120,000. Postmaster-Gen¬
eral Wilson said that the plan was im¬
practicable, and It was not until 1S96,"hen Congress gave him JnO.ooo. that
he made the first test. The business
was then started In forty-two places,but It was badly managed nnA It do
not succeed.
The following year It was tried

again, but this time at the request of
the then first assistant postmaster-
general. Mr. Perry S Heath, who got
Congress to appropriate »150.000 for
the purpose. Mr. Heath urged the mat¬
ter, but some of the Senators objected,
and one of them said:

"Mr. Heath, you are acting very
unwisely. The first thing you know
we. will have, all our farmers demand-

P. V. DeGRAW.
This man has choree of 40,04)0 rural mall carrier*.

lng a dally delivery, and they will
cause us no end of trouble.

Perry Heath replied that the farm¬
ers had tho ralght to a dally mall as
well as city people: that they were tax.
ed Just as heavily, and that they had
Just as great a part In tho government.
At any rate, the appropriation was
granted and eighty-three routes were
established that year. The next year
the number was doubled, and ten years
thereafter the carriers were more
than 37,000 In number. At that time
the mileage was over 800,000 and the
cost had risen to be more than $20,000,-
000 per annum. It 13 now 10,000,000

more, an<I the lehgth of the routes all
told Ib Just about 1,000.000 miles.
A Talk With General r. V. De Grow
During the past week I_ have kad a

long rhat with the fourth assistant
postmaster-general. Mr. P. V. De Grow,
concerning tho new plans for the ex¬
tension of the service. He tells me
that the applications for new routes
have been largely compiled with and
that within a few weeks the depart-
ment Will' be up-to-date. The service
has now been extended to every part
of the United States, although there,
are scattering sections where It has
not yet been introduced. Over 500. new

Summer Stock Reducing Sale
Refrigerators and Summer Goods Reduced 33^ °/'0

Throughout the entire store will be many items at greatly reduced prices, which
with the high-class goods sacrificed to make room for fall goods soon to arrive, will makethese great days for housekeepers. Anything you buy at these reduced prices may becharged as usual. It is not a "Cash Raising" sale.

Turkish Rocker
Upholstered in Boston leather,
diamond tufted back, worth $25.
Special price dur- <j*| O AO
ing this sale.:.., tJJl«w«rO

wm
This Pedestal Extension

Dining Table
Six feet long and three and a

half feet wide; made of solid oak
throughout and well worth the
regular price, SI 1.00.
Special during this
sale . $7*33

"North Star"
Refrigerators
And Ice Boxes

reduced from regular marked
prices 33M Per Cent.

Exclusive

Agents for

Hoosier
Kitchen
Cabinets.

BIG ST©

i etrnrftiBRS
MÄSOMIC TEMPLE 47

Exclusive
Agents for

Action
Gas Ranges.

AN' IMPROVISED MAIL. BOX.
routes were provided for last year.
During the coming year the new sala¬
ries will come into effect, and from
now on the carriers who have to cov¬
er distances of twenty-four inllca or
tnoro will receive $1,000 per annum,
ranging down from there to $400 or
$500, which Is the pay for those who
cover from six to ten miles.

In my talk with the fourth assistant
postmaster-general I asked him it he
did not tnlnk $1,000 a rather high
wage for a man whose work was alto¬
gether outside the city, where board is
cheap and wages are generally much
lower. He replied:

"It is not a high rate to pay for the!
service required, and a man could not
well do It for less. It is a lower rate
comparatively than that of the post¬
men of the cities, who get from $600
to $1,000 a year, according to the size
of the town and the length of their
service. ' They receive thi3 without!having to make any investment, or to
incur any extra expense for their work.
The rural free delivery man, who
makes twenty-four miles a day for
six days of the week, needs at least
two horses, and on some of the routes
three horses are necessary to render
regular service during bad weather.
These have to be furnished out of the
pocket of the man himself, and he
must in addition pay for his vohleles.
The estimated average cost of main¬
taining such an outfit Is $250 per an¬
num, and the original cost of the
horses and vehicles Is $275 or more.
The average annual cost of the car¬

rier's outfit. In fact, is from $200 to
$350, and evfn at the best ho has only$600 or $700 left for his wages."Moreover," continued Mr. De Graw,"it is found that with the dally wear
and tear to which a carrier's equipmentIs subjected that the life of both horses
and vehicles ranges from three to five
years, so you see he has not such a
sof; snap p.fter all. In cases where he
travels l*3s than twenty-four miles he
gets less money. I am not In favor
of too low wages In the Post-Office De¬
partment. My Idea Is the same as that
held by former President Rooeevelt
This is that "the national government
should be a model employer; that It
should demand the highest quality of
service from its employes and should
car6 for them properly In return."
The Parcels Post nnd the Rural De¬

livery.
"What do you think of thn parcels

pe<it In connection with the rural de¬
livery? Will it come?"

"Yes. in time, although. Congress has
not given us an appropriation to ex¬
periment with as yet. The Post-Of-
nVe Department would like to see it
tested. It would certainly Increase the
usefulness of the postal service, and
a system might be established for the
carriage of merchandise at such rates
as would be a fair compensation for
the service performed, and would
materially Increase our revenues The
people want to send small packages of
merchandise by mall through the rural
delivery, but they will not pay the
fourth-class rate Such a service could
he organized for the local merchants
and the vurjl delivery to customers of
any one section without Injuring or
competing with any other service. We
have, the machinery for It in operation,
and It would materially increase thr
income of the department. By this
means a special ieduced rate of postage
could be made upon merchandise car-

j rled only by rural carriers. 1 have no
doubt of its practicability. If ever one
of our rural delivery carriers would
take on an average of three packages
a day at a cost o( 25 cents each there
would be a return of $16.000.000 from
that business alone We are now} running the department without a de-Ifielt, but that sixteen millions wouid
he added to the surplus, for it would
not cost vis any more than the amountI we are now spending."

I' "A few years ago I recommended
) that the. delivery by rural carriers to
I communities remote from post-office*
I be supplemented by a parcels post(delivery at a special rate/of postage
of S cents for the first pound and of
2 cents for each additional, pound or
fraction thereof up to eleven pounds;
provided that the goods were mailed
at the distributing post-office of the
rural route upon which the customers
live, I have no douht some kind of
satisfactory arrangement could be
made which vould bo of crcat con-

venlence to the people and to the coun¬
try merchants."

Cheap Postas« tor Foreigners.
"As it is now Mr. De Graw, a mer¬

chant living in London or Berlin, can

send, goods through our mails more-

cheaply than though he had a branch
office in New York and sent his goods
from there, can he not?"
"That Is true." was tne reply. "Ac¬

cording to the present arrangements
all fourth-class matter posted at any
ono place in tha United States to any
other place therein costs 1 cent an
lunce or 10 cents a pound and the limit
of weight is four pounds. The New
York agent of the London firm, if he:
sent the goods by mail from New York,
would have to divide tnom up into four-
poui.d packages, and if they were full
weight pay 64 cents for each such
package, and should he wish to ship
cloven pounds, he would have to put
them into three different packages,
one of which might be three pounds,
and the whole eleven pounds would
cost him Sl.i 6. On the other hand,
supposo the London merchant shipped
direct from his house In London. He
could then put the eleven pounds In
one package, provided that package
was not more than three feet six
Inches long, and could send It for'12
cents a pound, or for $1.31. For this
sum he could mall It to San Francisco.
Los Angeles or any part,of the United
States. If he sent a four-pound pack¬
age from London instead of Its cost¬
ing him 64 cents it would cost him 48
cents, and If two pounds, 24 cents in¬
stead of 32 cents, which would be the
rate If mailed in the United States.
Similar rates prevail for the shipment
of articles from here to foreign coun¬
tries, it being much cheaper to send
the same article from Chicago to Cairo
or Calcutta than from Chicago to New
York. In the one case the merchandise
goes by the international parcels post
rate at 12 cents a pound and in the
other at our domestic rate, which is
16 cents a pound."
The Rural Delivery and the News¬

papers.
"What has the rural delivery done

for the press of the United States?"
I asked.

"It has Increased the circulation of
the newspapers to an enormous ex¬
tent. It has made the farmer a dally
subscriber and has led to the build¬
ing up of small dailies' all over the
country. The farmers aro the real
thinkers of the United States, and since
the rural delivery has been'established
they have been doing more thinking
than ever. Thoy are more careful
readers than the. city people. They go
through the papers column by column,
reading the news articles and not
merely the headlines. They study the
editorials, and tho result of their
.thinking to see In the letters which
come here to Washington and to Con¬
gress. Wo have had to discontimie
some of our routes, and in such cases
we find that the most strenuous pro¬
tests come from those who are thus
prevented from daily receiving their
favorite newspapers."

Working for Boad Improvement,
"Another important thing that the

rural mall service Is accomplishing,"
said the fourth assistant postmaster-
general, "is connected with the roads
of tho country. We are now working
with the Agricultural Departmental
Bureau of Road Improvement, and are

ID BOILS CURED
Eczema Began When Three Weeks

Old, Arms, Shoulders and Breast
a Solid Scab. Boils Broke Out
During Teething. Used Cuticura
Soap and Ointment, and He Was
the Picture of Health.
"My son was about three weeks old when

I noticed a breakioe-out on his cheeks, from
which a watery substance oozed. A short
time after, his arms, shoulders and breast

broke out also, and in a
few days became a solid
scab. 1 became alarmed,
and called our family
physician who at onco
pronounced the disease
eczema. The little fellow
was under his treatment
for about three months.
By the end of that time,he seemed no better. I
became discouraged. Idropped the doctor's treatment, and com¬menced the use of Cuticura Soap and Oint¬

ment, and in n few days noticed a markedChange,: The eruption on his cheeks was
.almost healed, and his shoulders, arms andbreast were decidedly better. When he wasshout seven months old, all trace of the
eczema was gone.
"During hj.j teething period, his head andface were broken out in boils which I curedwith Cuticura .Soap and Ointment. Surelyhe mu?t have been a great sufferer. Duringthe time of teething and from the tjmo Idropped'the.doctor's treatment, 1 used theCuticura Soap and Cuticura Ointment,nothing else, and when two years old lie wasthe picture ot health. Ills complexion

was soil and beautiful, and his head a massof silky curls. I had been afraid that He would
never he well, and I fo.»l that I owe a greatdeal to the Cuticura Kemedie.i." (Signed)Mrs. Mary W. Ramsey, 221 E. Jackson St..Colorado Sprlnss, Colo., Sept. 24, 1010.

Although Cuticura Soap and CuticuraOintment are sold by druggists and dealerseverywhere, a liberal sample of each, with32-page booklet on the skin and hair, willhe sent, post-free, on application to PotterDrug <k Chem. Corp., Dept. 511. Boston.

To-Morrow, Monday

Sacrifice
Dress Sale
$4 to $7
values
One Model Like Picture

Foulard Lawns, Challies,
French Reps, Real Linens, j|f
Lingeries, French Ginghiras

Charmingly simple. luxurious
and dressy. Every one reduced.
House, Street and Garden Frocjcs,beautifully made and exquisitelytrimmed. V°ry latest effects. All
colors and sizes. Original $4 and
$7 values. Choice, Si.98.

None C. O. D. No mail orders.

Monday Only
$5 Linen Suits, 98c

Positively one to a customer;for one day only.

$10 Linen Suits
$15 Linen Suits

It will pay you to visit this sale to-morrow.

insisting on goad roads wherever the
mails are carried. We refuse to grant
a route until tho roads have been put
Into shape, and if they become Impas-
sablo or in such a condition that the
delivery cannot bo easily continued
over them, wo Insist that they be re¬
paired or say that the service will bs.
discontinued. In this work we are
assisted by the road officials of many
of tho vStates, who send out to oach
rural carrier a blank containing ques¬
tions to be nnswered as to tho condi¬
tions of (tho roads over which Jie
travels.
"He is asked to report as to the

materials of which they are composed,
as to tho condition of their bridges,
and as to how they are worked.
"The State of Indiana, for instance,

has made a law that all the highways
along the rural 'lelivery routes must be
kept, in passable condition all the year
rouud. A neglect to comply with this
law. .after five days' notice Is punish¬
able by a fins of from il to S-5 per
day, which Is levied on Ute locality.
Other States are considering similar
laws, and'by these mean3 material Im¬
provements are being made In the roads
of tho country.
"As it Is now our carriers are going-

dally over nearly a million miles of
roadway, and we have now Instructed
the postmasters at the rural delivery
offices to send in detailed reports con¬

cerning thepo roads. So far we find
that only 36.i)0ö miles of them are of
macadam, tho remainder being of
earth, sand or gravel. The reports
show that since the rural delivery
service was established, more than)
J7O.OOO.O00 has been expended on the!
roads traversed by our carriers, and
we are glad to say that the rosd of¬
ficials and people generally are. do¬
ing much to put tho roads into better
shape' for tho service. In ,the past
year more wor.'t has heen done on such
public highways than in any other
year s|noe the <rural delivery was
starten, and our reports Indicate that
a general interest in road Improvement
Is being manifested throughout the
country.
The. rousing of the Small Post-Offlecs.

.'Does not tlje rural delivery do
away w'th many of the smaller post-
offices?" I asked,
"Thev have been discontinued by

the thousand. There is no necessity
for many such offices with an efficient
rtiral currier service. The carrier is
not :< mere collector and distributer Ol
tho mail. His wagon is a mlnlalurr
post-oniee on wheels, often containing
compnrtments for stumps of the den''
mlnntlons In general uso and stamper
envelopes and postal cards. He tin:
the authority to sell these as well as
to register, letters delivered to hin
which may contain money or other
valuable matter. In some places he If
authorized to e> change currency for.
money orders sent by the people ,on
his route, and he delivers registered
letters arid jtpeclnl delivery mail to the.;
individuals, talcing their signature.';
therefor. If a farmer wishes to mail
a letter and'has bo stamps he can leave
the amount necessary to prepay the
postage with the letter' in the box and
the carrier must stftmp it. In short,
tho seivlce is as far as' possible what
I have described It.a little post-office
on wheels." .'.' ...

MnUlng Hand Mnn* of the l:nlteil
State«.

"WTiat else is your division doing.
Mr. Do Graw?"
"As to this division." said the fourth j

Resistent postm,*ster.>«Tcneral. "it does!
considerable outside the rur«l delivery
service. We have to do with ell the
dead letter mall, which last year
amounted to over thirteen million
pieces, of which we opened and re¬
turned to their owners moro than
seven million. We have a force of

176 clerks, under Colonel James R.
You UK. who do nothing but handle dead
letters and packagos which have been
too badly addressed to' be delivered.
That alone Is -julto a chore."
"But outside, that and more directly

connected with the rural delivery ser¬
vice la the division of topography.
Thl3 Is little appreciated except here
in tho department, but it is an im¬
portant cog in our machinery. It col¬
lects, compiles and publishes all the
geographical Information required by
the service, including the platting of
existing post-offices and the mail routes.
This Information is emhodled In post-
route maps and In blue prints. We
have 500 such maps in the department
hero, and they have to bo corrected to
dato every mouth. In addition we have
about twenty-three thousand special
diagrams, which are intended for tha
railway mail service and we have to
draft maps of the counties where the
complete rural delivery service has
been established. We made 275 new
maps of that kind last year. Theso
maps are of great value, not only to
the department, but to outsiders. They
are used by business ilrms and pri¬
vate Individuals and are sold at Just
10 per cent, over tho cost of printing,the proceeds going to make more maps.
Indeed we have plenty to do."
(Copyright, 1311, by Frank G. Carpen-.

ter )

£?othe§)i(speptk
end those suffering from diseases
of the stomach end intestines.

A physician, surgeon and pharma¬
ceutist of tho highest standing in Eu¬
rope, Saiz de Carlos, introduces to tha
public the best and safest treatment for
overcoming diseases of the stomach and
intestines. This remedy he has named

Stomaii
.which is a safe and absolutely harmless
digestive tonic, relieving pain, aiding
digestion, stimulating appetite, and
toning the entire system.

It is gradual and benign in its effects,
restoring the digestive functions to their
normal power and health, with ability
to do their work unaided.
To'the Medical Profession:
Physicians who have Vindly reported to

Dr. Saiz du Carlos the results, in Europe, ofthlstemedy where prescribed, state that in
cases of chronic [sstrltli, fastr«l»l« and dys¬
pepsia (combined with chlorosis!. sci-tlck>
bus, chronic iiMro-tntcr!tls,g»itr«lt!«,flortnle,rs»trlc-oeuruth«nU, ulcer in the stomach, dys*
ealery.iyspepsla.bypochlorbydrls.dilatntionof
the stomach, and in failrs-lolestloaldi.ieases
in children, etc., by tiling no other medi¬
cine llinn Stomslix, they have been gratified
at the remarkable result i,discasesofthirtyyears' sUuidlng yielding to the remedy.

For tale by all Vruggitts.
E. FOUGtfU & CO., Aqceti, U. S., New York.

Can Cancer Be Cured?
The record of the Keilam flospitalt

without parallel in history, having cured
to stay cured permanently, without, tha
use of the knife or X-ray, over 90 per
cent .of the- many hundreds of sufferers
from cancer which it has treated duringthe past fifteen years.
We have been endorsed by the Senate

and Legislature of Virginia. We guaran¬
tee our cures.

Physicians treated free.

Keilam Hospital
1617 West Main Stret,

RICHMOND, - - - - VIRGINIA


